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1 . FOLLOWING REPORT RECEIVED FROM POLOFF IN PHAN THIET MARCH 29: 

2. COL. NGOHFNNGHIA, BINH THUAN PROVINCE CHIEF, HASPLUBLISHED HIS 
INTENTION TO REACT WITHOUT CONSTRAINT TO ANY NEW VC VIOLATION OF 
CEASE- FIRE. THIS POSITION IS MORE AGGRESSIVE THAN THAT 
REPRESENTED BY JGS INSTRUCTIONS ON RETALIATION WHICH WENT INTO 
EFFECT 

EARLY THIS MONTH. 

3. IN LETTER OF MARCH 27 TO COL. NGUYEN MANH DINH, CHIEF OF GVN 
ELEMENT OF REGIONAL JMC IN PHAN THIET, COL. NGHIA WROTE: " HENCE- 
FORTH, IS VC SIDE BREAKS CEASE- FIRE AGREEMENT, OUR FORCES WILL 
HAVE RIGHT TO PURSUE THEM UNTIL SAFETY OF OUR UNITS AND PEOPLE 
ARE FULLY PROTECTED... WE WILL FIGHT AND PURSUE VC WHENEVER THE 
OTHER 

SIDE ATTACKS OUR FORCES, PEOPLE, VILLAGE, HAMLETS ANDHEREAS UNDER 
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CONTROLOF GVN." IN JUSTIFICATION FOR THIS STA , LETTER CITES REPORTS 
OF COCAINUING VC VIOLATITGS, INCLUDING HAMLET INCURSIONS, FLAG- RAIS 
INGS, KIDNAPPINGS, AND TORTURING AND KILLINGS OF KIDNAP VICTIMS WHO 
TRY 

UNSUCCESSFULLY TO ESCAPE. NGHIA ASSERTS THAT GVN CONTROLLED 
BINH THU AN' S POPULATED AREAS AND LOC' S AT TIME OF CEASE- FIRE; THAT 
GVN FOR ITS PART IS OBSERVING AGREEMENT: AND THAT POPULAR INDIGNA- 
TION AGAINST VC IN RUNNING HIGH. THEREFORE GVN IN REACTING STRONGLY 
WILL BE " CARRYING OUT THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE." 

4. NGHIABL HLETTER ASKS DINH TO " REQUEST THE MZC TOIANSTRUCT 
AND ORDER THEIR SUBORDINATE GROUPS TO RESPECT THE FOUR- PARTY 
AGREEMENT, RETURN TO THEIR OWN AREAS, STOP SENDING THEIR SOLD CRS 
TO ARABLE LAND THAT BELONGS TO VILLAGES AND HAMLETS UNDER OUR 
CONTROL, AND STOP KIDNAPPING OUR PEOPLE." 

5. COPIES OF LETTER, WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION MADE ON MARCH 28, 

WENT TO ICCS REGIONAL DELEGATIONS IN PHAN THIET AND TO VARIOUS GVN 
OFFICES INCLUDING CENTRAL GVN JMC CONTINGENT IN SAIGON. 

6. POLOFF COMMENT: NGHIA' S LETTER IS A DEPRESSING FINALE TO 
EFFORTS OF FPJMC IN PHAN THIET; ITS LAST MEETING, HELD MARCH 28, 

WAS CEREMONIAL, BUT PRG DEL IS UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE OF NGHIA' S NEW 
POSITION. FURTHER, NO ASSURANCE EXISTS THAT ANY GVN- PRG NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WILL TAKE PLACE IN PHAN THIET. ALTHOUGH GVN REGIONAL JMC 
DELEGATION REMAINS IN PLACE PENDING FURTHER ORDERS, AND ALTHOUGH 
COL. DINH SAID AS LATE MARCH 28 THAT HE EXPECTED PRG DEL TO 
REMAIN ALSO FOR INTERIM NEGOTIATIONS PRIOR TO ESTABLISHMENT OF 
TPJMC, US JMC ELEMENT GOT IMPRESSION AT FINAL FOUR- PARTY MEETING 
THAT PRG CONTINGENT WANTED TO LEAVE PHAN THIET NO LATER THAN US 
AND DRV COMPONENTS ( BOTH OF WHICH SCHEDULED TO DEPART TODAY, 
MARCH 

30). DECONTROL JUNE 30, 1973. SIGNED ENGLE UNQUOTE 
BENNETT 
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